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TEXT:  Luke 2:10     THEME:  FROM HEAVEN ABOVE…THE GIFT OF JOY 
 
 “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10) 
 
Dear Fellow Christians, Filled with Joy this Christmas Eve: 
 

Among Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen’s many plays is Emperor and Galilean.  
Written in 1873, the play depicts the life of Julian, who ruled the Roman Empire in 
361-363 AD. Julian tried to replace the newly established state religion of 
Christianity with the old worship of the Greek and Roman gods.  In an 8-hour play 
(no wonder it never gets produced!) Ibsen tracks the emperor’s degeneration from a 
young Christian to a pagan Caesar.    
 
At one point in the play Ibsen has Julian say, “Have you looked at these Christians 
closely?...They brood their lives away; unspurred by ambition; the sun shines for 
them but they do not see it; the earth offers them its fullness, but they desire it not; 
all their desire is to renounce and suffer, that they may come to die.”  
 
This description of dour Christians lingered perhaps with Ibsen himself, and today 
critics of the Christian church frequently point to our lack of joy.  Millennials charge 
Christians with being quick to judge, ever ready to tell people what they’re doing 
wrong.  I once heard a woman describe her pastor who is “so solemn he looks like 
he just stepped out of a Nyquil commercial.”  It is unfortunate that to some even at 
Christmas we Christians may look more like Ebenezer Scrooge than an angel with 
“good news of great joy.”  A pastor’s eight-year-old son once asked him on the 

way to church on Christmas Eve, “Dad, are you going to let us enjoy Christmas this 
year or are you going to try to explain it all again?”  Ouch!  No wonder the New 
Testament calls on us and reminds us to “rejoice” no less than 73 times. 
 
Some of us might say that we Christians have a right to be miserable.  We have 
been sensitized to sin.  We see it all around us.  We see people making bad 
decisions.  We see children starving and Christians suffering persecution.  Evil 
thrives.  Families disintegrate. The world is falling apart.  Sins have become norms.  
We see our own sins, ever before us, like a dirty mirror that has us looking worse 
every day!  If Christians don’t lament all this darkness, who will?  If we won’t carry 
the world’s heavy burden of sin, who will?       
 
And just there, right there, sin makes us miserable.   Right where sin becomes our 
burden, a Christmas angel comes with good news.  Trumping our desire to carry the 
burden of sin ourselves is the great news that Jesus has come to do it for us.  He 
has taken sin seriously. He has carried the full consequences of our sin, dying in our 
place.  To look and act as if we bear the sins of the world is to cheapen his sacrifice 
and tarnish his victory.  I think that is why I have little patience for Christians who 
just want to be sad and miserable all the time. 
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This was no ordinary birth announcement that first Christmas.  This was a sin-
crushing, death-defeating universal breaking news alert:  “Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  It was 
news of great joy!  The joy was so contagious that the shepherds, the first to hear 
the news, couldn’t stop talking about it.    
 
I once heard about a couple who learned they had won millions in a lottery.  Hoping 
to keep it a secret until they made the necessary plans, they told no one for a few 
days about their new fortune.  Those close to them, though, couldn’t help but notice 
that their countenance had changed.  Something had happened.  They were 
beaming.  They just couldn’t stop smiling.  Finally, a neighbor asked, “What in the 
world is going on with the two of you?” Then the news spilled out.  Their lives would 
never be the same, they said.   
 
The joy God gives as a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22) is an authentic joy 
that goes way beyond striking it rich in a lottery.  This is joy in the Lord.  This joy 
responds to all God is and all God has accomplished.  This joy is eternal.  This joy 
flies in the face of Ibsen’s Julian who saw Christians as a brooding, sorry lot.  This 
joy shines through the carols of this season, the notes we write on Christmas 
greetings, the works of charity we offer, and the tears which fall as this great good 
news of a Savior touches our hearts.  
 
Think of it!  From heaven above God gave us his love, his Word, his Son, wrapped 
in human flesh as the Babe of Bethlehem.  Jesus lived in perfect obedience to his 
Father for us because we daily sin much.  Jesus suffered and died on the cross to 
pay for all of our sins—all of our dirty thoughts, and nasty words, and harmful 
actions—as well as the evil we have committed by leaving good undone.  Because 
of Jesus, your sins, my sins are all forgiven and the almighty God says he cannot 
remember them anymore.  Through the prophet Jeremiah, God tells us:  "For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more" (Jer 31:34).  

Without our sins, we can live with God forever in heaven, as Jesus proved when he 
rose from the dead.  Can there be any greater reason for joy than that?  What on 
this earth can take away that joy from us?  Nothing!...unless you let it. 
 
At a living nativity scene like our Living Christmas Card, one year the costumed 
shepherds were trained to look like those who had been transformed by the angel’s 
good news.  As people came by to view the scene, beaming from cheek to cheek, 
those shepherds worked the crowd, saying, repeatedly, “Come and see!  Christ the 
Savior is born!”  They were the liveliest, most welcoming, smilingest bunch of 
Christmas shepherds ever seen!  May their tribe increase, beginning with us.  For 
tonight, FROM HEAVEN ABOVE COMES THE GIFT OF JOY!  Amen.  
 


